
The  
enjoyment of reading 

and how we use 
Phonics to teach 

reading. 
 



The enjoyment of reading...... 
 Being able to read and write well is a vital skill for all children; together we can make sure 

that your child is a happy and successful learner at Milton Primary. 

 Your child can be practising a lot of the skills that they need for reading and writing before 
they come to school. They can explore and learn through singing and saying rhymes, making 
and listening to music, talking, sharing books, using puppets and toys to make up stories. 

 Speaking and listening are the foundations for reading and writing; they help us to build 
confident readers and writers.  

 Make the most of everyday opportunities to talk to your child. Have a chat while you’re 
making the tea, tidying up, putting the shopping away or when you’re on the bus. Tell them 
what you’re doing, ask them what they can see. Make sure that you look at them and show 
that you’re interested in listening to them. This might not seem important but it really is!  

 You will be giving your child a really good start. 

 Another really important way that you can help your child is by sharing stories with them – 
this might be telling them funny stories of what they did when they were a baby or reading a 
book with them. Take a trip to the library – they have fantastic books to borrow for free. And 
don’t worry if you read the same book again and again to your child – this is really important 
too because it helps your child to remember stories.  

 Above all – show your child that reading and books are fun! 
 



So what is phonics? 
 Phonics is a way of teaching children to read and spell by 

showing them how to link letters to sounds and blend 
them together.  

 There are 44 sounds in the English language, which we put 
together to form words. 

 Some sounds are represented by one letter, like 't', and 
some by two or more, like 'ck' in duck and 'air' in chair. 

 Children are taught the sounds first, then how to match 
them to letters, and finally how to use the letter sounds for 
reading and spelling. 
 

 



Phonics at Milton 
 At Milton Primary we help your child to get ready for learning to read and write using phonics by 

developing their understanding that spoken words are made up of different sounds.  
 

 At Milton Primary your child will take part in a high-quality phonics session daily. These sessions are 
active and fun-filled with an emphasis on teaching the skills your child will need for reading and writing. 
The programme that we use at Milton Primary to help us to plan and teach high quality phonics sessions 
is called Read, Write, Inc.  
 

 In Nursery they will hear, say and understand lots of new words. The teachers will plan activities for 
indoor and outdoor learning to help your child listen carefully to the sounds in words. When they are 
ready, they will learn how to break words up into their different sounds. The children learn about sounds, 
rhyme and alliteration (Phase 1) ; leading onto  recognition of individual letters (Phase 2). 
 

 The next step will be to teach the children that each sound in a word is linked to a letter (or letters), for 
example, in the word  ‘cat’ the letter ‘c’ makes the first sound, in the word ‘sheep’ the  ‘s’ and  ‘h’ together 
make the  ‘sh’ sound. This way of teaching children to read helps most children to learn to read fluently 
and accurately. It also helps them with their spelling.  
 

• Reception classes continue to use Read, Write, Inc alongside Letters and Sounds (Phase 2-4) 
 

• Year One continue to use Read, Write, Inc alongside Letters and Sounds (Phase 4-5)  
 

• Year Two use Read, Write, Inc to consolidate Phase 5 and learn Phase 6  which includes spelling 
patterns, rules, compound words.  

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://public.klp.rm.com/establishments/8611003/PhonicsWebsite/Pages/Phase1.aspx


Phase 1 - Nursery 
 

 Children working within Phase 1 will: explore and experiment with sounds and words 
 

 Distinguish between different sounds in the environment and  phonemes 
 

 Show awareness of rhyme and alliteration 
 

 In Nursery children are introduced to Phase 1 of the letters and sounds programme. 
Phase 1 supports the development of speaking and listening and awareness of sounds. 
 

 Our aim is to teach your children the important basic elements of letters and sounds 
such as oral segmenting and blending of familiar words. 
 

 Phase 1 falls largely within the Communication, Language & Literacy area of learning 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage, alongside Literacy. 
 

 
 
 
 



RWI Set 1 sounds 
Introduction to initial letter sounds 

 Sounds are introduced one at a time. 

  A set of initial letter sounds is taught each week.  These are sent home weekly 
on a key ring to practise.  

 As soon as each set of letters is introduced, children will be encouraged to use 
their knowledge of the letter sounds to blend and sound out words. For 
example, they will learn to blend the sounds s-a-t to make the word sat. They 
will also start learning to segment words. For example, they might be asked to 
find the letter sounds that make the word tap from a small selection of 
magnetic letters. 

 Children are introduced to sounds that are made up of 2 letters e.g nk, th, ch, 
sh, ng      ‘ch-o-p’ 

 



RWI Set 2 sounds 
 Children will already be able to blend and segment words containing 

the sounds taught in set 1. 

 Children now learn the following sounds (a new sound is introduced 
daily) ay,ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy 

 The children then learn to blend these sounds e.g. t-r-ay to make the 
word tray. They will also segment words to spell words containing 
these sounds.  

 Each sound is taught using a rhyme to help them to remember the 
sound e.g. When teaching the sound ‘ar’ the rhyme is: ar, start the car. 

 

 



RWI Set 3 sounds 
 Set 3 sounds introduces the children to alternative spelling  

      patterns   e.g     ay (pay)  ai  (pain)  a-e  (pane). 

 Children are introduced to vowel diagraphs e.g  make, bake, bike, stone, flute, 
(the letter ‘e’ at the end of the word makes the vowel say its name not its 
sound). 

 Children will be introduced to reading straightforward two-syllable words. 

 



Following on: 
 

 After Set 3 sounds children will have learnt the most frequently 
occurring grapheme–phoneme correspondences (GPCs) in the English 
language. They will be able to read many familiar words automatically. 
When they come across unfamiliar words they will in many cases be 
able to decode them quickly and quietly using their well-developed 
sounding and blending skills. With more complex unfamiliar words 
they will often be able to decode them by sounding them out. 

 At this stage children should be able to spell words phonemically 
although not always correctly. In Phase Six the main aim is for children 
to become more fluent readers and more accurate spellers. Children 
will also learn prefixes and suffixes and become familiar with unusual 
spelling patterns e.g wh as in whisper, ph as in phone. 

 



Phonics in KS2 
 Children who are not secure at Phase 6 Phonics when 

they move into Year 3 will continue with a daily 
phonics session using the Read, Write, Inc 
programme. 

 Children who still need support with phonics in upper 
KS2, will be taught using materials from the Read, 
Write, Inc programme. This is called Fresh Start. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Phonics and Early Reading: 
Terminology  
   

 Phonics: Words you might hear 

 CVC word-  A consonant-vowel-consonant word, such as cat, pin or top. You may 
also come across the abbreviation CCVC for consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant 
words such as clap and from. Also CVCC for words such as mask and belt. 

 Phoneme — the smallest single sound in a word, e.g.  there are three phonemes in 
the word sit /s/-/i/-/t/. If you change the phoneme /s/ for /f/, you have a new word, 
fit. If you change the phoneme /t/ in fit for a /sh/, you have a new word, fish - /f/-
/i/-/sh/.  

 Grapheme — a letter or a group of letters representing one sound, e.g. t, ch, igh 
(like in night). 

 Blend — to draw individual sounds together to pronounce a word, e.g. s-o-ck, 
blended together to say the word ‘sock’. 

 Segment — to split up a word into its individual phonemes, sometimes we call this 
‘Fred talk’ e.g. saying the word ‘cat’ by breaking it up into the three phonemes: /c/ 
a/t/. Fred is a frog character from the Read, Write, Inc programme. 

 Mnemonic — a way of helping the children to remember something - e.g.  letter 'S’, 
looks like a snake and makes the sound ‘sssssss’. 

 



Useful websites 
Useful websites for parents to access at home are: 

www.focusonphonics.co.uk  (Read, Write, Inc website) 

www.oxfordprimary.co.uk 

www. Phonicsinternational.com 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/ 

www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics.games.html 

www.usborne.com/veryfirstreading/resources/resources
.aspx 

www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-resources.html 

https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/seri
es/oxford-reading-tree/floppys-phonics-sounds-and-
letters/?region=uk 

http://www.focusonphonics.co.uk/

