
Reception: Spring 1:  What is cold? 

Literacy: Maths: 

*Recognising all the sounds of the alphabet and forming them correctly (key ring with letter 
sounds on). 
*Naming letters in the alphabet. 
*Blending two letter and three letter words to read them e.g.     a-t: at       d-o-g: dog 
*Reading high frequency words (cards to be sent home with sets of words to learn). 
*Reading and sharing a variety of stories, poems and information texts about ourselves and 
our families. 
*Writing in meaningful contexts (letters, lists, wanted posters). 
*Rhymes-thinking of words that rhyme with another word. 

 *Recognise, write and count numbers to 10 (up to 20 once secure with 0-10). 
*Count back from different starting and end points with numbers to 20. 
*Recognising coins and using vocabulary related to money. 
*Recognising o’clock and using time vocabulary; sequencing routines of the day, days of 
the week, months of the year. 
*Early addition (bringing two groups together)/ counting on from the larger number (ELG). 
*Early subtraction-taking away items/counting back to find the answer. 
*Measuring and capacity; using the vocabulary full, empty, half full, half empty, nearly 
full, nearly empty. 
*Using numicon to help develop understanding of number. 

Expressive Art & Design: 
Physical Development: 

*Thinking about colours and mixing different shades of 
a colour (Winter colours-adding black and white to cre-
ate different shades of blue, purple, grey/silver; mixing 
grey/silver) 
*Using imagination and different media in art work-
constructing cold animal and their homes using re-
claimed materials. Planning, modifying and reflecting on 
work. 
*Role playing and using our imagination to become dif-
ferent characters in and out of the classroom.  
*Making up simple songs and dances and performing for 
our friends (using musical instruments, making a dragon 
dance. 

*Dough disco to develop fine motor strength and control in preparation for writ-
ing. 
* Understanding why eating a healthy diet and exercising is important. 
*Talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. 
*Use a variety of tools and equipment such as, gardening tools, threading, differ-
ent sized paintbrushes to develop control. 
*Large and small scale movement-developing control and co-ordination. 

Understanding the World: 
*Learning about similarities and differences between themselves and others-
traditions and customs (Our New Year and Chinese New Year). 
*Know about the similarities and differences in relation to materials, places, objects 
and living things; explain why some things occur and talk about changes –cold  
climates-Arctic (North Pole)/Antarctic (South Pole), blubber investigation with veg-
etable fat and blubber glove, ice melting observation activities, Winter-cold colours. 
*Selecting and using technology to help learning (iPads, computer programmes, 
Beebots, camera, interactive whiteboard).  

Communication & Language: 

*Circle times focusing on listening to one another and re-

sponding to what is said. 

*Joining in whole class and small group discussions. 

*Answering ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and 

in response to stories or events.. 

*Developing own narratives. 
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*Taking turns and playing together co-operatively. 
*Sharing and resolving conflicts, negotiating and 
resolving problems without aggression. 
*Understanding and following our Class Promises.; 
knowing that some behaviour is unacceptable. 
*Understanding consequences. 
*Helping one another. 
*Developing positive relationships, talking about 
how they and others show feelings.. 
*Showing sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings.  




