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Year 1 Curriculum Coverage 2020 

 
Autumn 

 
Spring Summer 

Project Title  Memory Lane Significant Individuals  Commotion in the Ocean 

Enquiry Question 
Would you like to take a trip down 

memory lane? 
Do all superheroes wear a cape? 

Would you like to be beside the 
seaside? 

Polished products 
/real outcome 
Audience 

Puppet show using the puppets 
designed during design and technology 

 

Showcase to parents and fundraiser for 
the RNLI. 

  
 

Important: Seasons work is to run in parallel to the termly topics, planned separately at the bottom. 

Statutory content must not be changed – September 2019 
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Texts – range over 
the term: 
 
 

See English text overview 

Key Vocab – topic 
specific and linked 
to spellings. 
 

Blackboard, chalk, cup an ball, marbles, 
memory, pen and nib, skipping, slinky, 
spinning top, tape recorder, toy, travel, 
video recorder 
 
Plus seasons vocab 

Clean, Crimean War, Edith Cavell, filthy, 
Florence Nightingale, hospital, hygienic, 
medicine, nurse, soldier, wound, 
wealthy 
 
Plus seasons vocab 

Beach, cliff, coast, fairground, harbour 
island, lifeboat, lighthouse, ocean, port, 
postcards, resort, rock pool, sea, tide 
 
Plus seasons vocab 

Topic Overview 
 

History focus - Changes within living 
memory; reveal aspects of change in 
national life i.e.  homes, cars,  school, 
toys, holidays, phones, ICT (technology) 

History focus: To look at how the lives of 
three significant figures influenced us 
today and how their actions impacted 
others.  

Geography and History: to use maps to 
study the UK and identify four counties 
and the capital city. Using the map look 
at the names of the Oceans.  

WOW Experience 
ideas  

Sudbury Hall – exploring toys from the 
past 

Florence Nightingale Workshop  
A trip to the seaside to watch the 
waves, build sandcastles and east ice-
cream  

Cultural 
capital 

Complete Education passport with experiences, reflections, throughout the year 
Cultural capital 
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History 

Changes within living memory. these 
should be used to reveal aspects of 
change in national life); how holidays 
have changed, toys have changed, use of 
computers, phones 

Lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national & 
International events. NC Link 
Florence Nightingale/ Mary Secole etc.  

 

Key historical 
figures: 

Transport: Neil Armstrong – first man 
on the moon 
Alexander Changes in technology: 
Graham Bell (Inventor of the telephone) 

Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole, 
Edith Cavell 

Grace Darling – Life boats 
 

Geography Focus:    

 Characteristics of seaside resorts see 
associated language 

 Also to use maps, simple compass 
directions , aerial photographs and 
construct ; basic simple keys 

 Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the 4 countries and 
the capital cities of the UK and its 
surrounding seas.  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes 
to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries. 

Key Geographical 
Vocabulary from NC 

to be covered. 

  Coastal language 
Coast, beach, cliffs, sea. ocean , port, 
harbour, 

Key explorers, 
geographers. 

  Emily Penn – Ocean explorer 
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Science 
 

See N.C 

 

 

Everyday Materials 
Distinguish between an object and the 
material from which it is made. 
 
Identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water and rock.  
 
Describe the simple physical properties 
of a variety of everyday materials. 
 
Compare & group together a variety of 
everyday materials on the basis of their 
simple physical properties. 
 
Animals inc Humans 
Identify and name a variety of common 
animals including fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals. (British 
birds and animals: common garden bird, 
blackbird, robin, thrush, blue tit, crow, 
magpie etc.) (British Animals: squirrel, 
hedgehog, fox, badger, deer etc.) 
 
Plants: 
Identify and name a variety of common 
wild and garden plants including: 
deciduous (oak, beech, chestnut) and 
evergreen trees (fir, Christmas trees).  
 

Animals inc. Humans 
 
Identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores. 
 
Describe and compare the structure of a 
variety of common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets). 
 
Identify, name, draw & label the basic 
parts of the human body and say which 
part of the body is associated with each 
sense. 
 
Plants 
 
Identify and name a variety of common, 
wild and garden plants including 
deciduous and evergreen trees.  
 
Identify and describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common flowering plants 
including trees.  

Animals inc. Humans 
Identify and name a variety of common 
animals including fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals. 
 
Identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores. 
 
Describe and compare the structure of 
a variety of common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets). 
 
 
Plants 
 
Identify and name a variety of 
common, wild and garden plants 
including deciduous and evergreen 
trees.  
 
Identify and describe the basic 
structure of a variety of common 
flowering plants including trees.  



Year 1 

Identify and describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common flowering plants 
including trees.  
 Seasonal Changes  - see below. 
Observe changes across the four seasons. 
 
Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies.   

 Plants 
Identify & name a variety of common wild & garden plants, including deciduous & evergreen trees.  
 
Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. 

Suggested Content: 
Plant (in October): daffodils, crocus, 
snow drops, tulips – to flower in Spring. 
 
Focus on British trees: deciduous (oak, 

beech, chestnut) and evergreen (fir -

Christmas tree) 

 

Suggested Content: 
Grow (start at Christmas) an Amaryllis 

and measure the height daily. 

Observe and sketch common flowering 
plants:  Amaryllis, daffodils, crocus, 
snow drops, and tulips. 
 
Plant wild flower seed mix & sunflowers 
to come up in the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Content: 
Observe and sketch common flowering 
plants: wild flowers & sun flowers. 
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Art & design  
KS1 
National 
curriculum 
descriptors across 
KS1. 

Using these skills you need to think of art & design projects to coincide with your topic. 
Children should be taught the following :- 
*To use a range of materials creatively to design & make products. 
*To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 
* To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space.  
* About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

Topic Memory Lane Significant individuals   
Science, linked to planting sunflowers 
in the spring to flower in the summer. 

Art outcome – 
linked to NC, varied 
coverage over the 
two year groups. 

1. Create a piece of artwork in the 
style of Jackson Pollock using 
toy wheels as a printing tool 
(paint). 

 
2. Create a sculpture in the style of 

Andy Goldsworthy using 
natural materials found in the 
environment.  
 

3. Leaf design and printing 
 

1. Create self -portrait in the style of 
Roy Lichtenstein following the 
peer critique model.  

 
 
 

Children to sketch sunflowers and peer 
critique. Children to then create a final 
draft using pencils marks and oil 
pastels. In school. In the style of Van 
Gogh. 
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Determine 
appropriate 
medium (varied 
over the two years): 
 pencil, paint (type), 
pastels, water 
colour, wax resist , 
charcoal, clay,  
chalk etc 

Resources: 
 
1. 
Paint (primary colours only) 
Toy wheels 
Card for background 
2. 
Natural materials from nature. 
3. 
Sketching pencils. 
Colouring pencils. 
 

1. Sketching pencils 
 
 

2. Superhero pictures (real people 
not cartoons) 
Glue 
Collage: 
 
Cut and tear paper, glue to a 
surface 

 

Silk paint 
Water colours and oil pastels  

Skills, success 
criteria; to be 
practised in the 
sketch book, prior 
to the final 
draft/outcome.  

1. Jackson Pollock 
 To study with works of Jackson 

Pollock and discuss what you like 
and dislike. 

 To know the names of the 
primary and secondary colours 
(evidenced through mixing of 
printing).  

 
  To choose a toy with patterned 

wheels for my painting.  
 

 To use the toy wheels to create 
my Jackson Pollock style 
painting.  
 

 Evaluate what they like and like 
about the piece of work. 

 

1. To study the works of Roy 
Lichtenstein (Pop Art) and 
discuss the key features (keep to 
simple portraits). 

 
2 To take a self-portrait using an 

iPad 
 

3  To draw a self-portrait using 
simple lines, in the style of RL; . 

 
4. To use colours to add pattern in 
the style of Roy Lichtenstein. 
 
5. To use Peer Critique to edit and 
improve my work.   

1 To study the works of Van Gogh 
(Sunflowers) – link to seasons  
 

2. To draw sunflowers using 
simple pencil lines.  

 
3. To make different flowers stand 

out by making painting lines  
darker.   
 

4. To add colour to my sketch 
using paints and oil pastels. 

 
5.  To use Peer Critique to edit and 

improve my work.  
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2.Andy Goldsworthy (Seasonal) 
 

 To develop ideas and arrange 
natural resources, to reflect 
seasons, using autumnal 
properties – i.e. seeds 
(conkers/acorns, sycamore ; 
leaves etc. Recording ideas in my 
sketch book, 

 
 Describe the sensory properties 

of a range of different materials 
and decide which ones to use 
when making the sculpture. 
 
 

3.  Leaf design and printing. 
(Seasonal)  
 

 To use a pencil to draw the 
outline of my leaf, using lines of 
different thickness creating tone; 
in a sketch book. 

  To look at the patterns on my 
leaf and draw them using simple 
lines. 

 To choose the correct Autumnal 
colours to match my leaf. 

  To use shading to add colour to 
my drawing. 
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 To use Peer Critique to improve 
my drawing. 

Who is the linked 
artist, architect, 
designer? 
Curriculum states 
that pupils are 
taught about the 
work of a range of 
artists, craft 
makers, designers 
etc 
 

Jackson Pollock  
Andy Goldsworthy 
 

Roy Lichtenstein Van Gogh. 

 
 RE  
 
 

Autumn 1 
Theme: 
Creation story 
 
Key question: 
Does God want 
Christians to look 
after the world? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity  
 

Autumn 2 
Theme: 
Christmas 
 
Key question: 
What gifts might 
Christians in my 
town have given 
Jesus if he had 
been born here 
rather than in 
Bethlehem? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity  

Spring 1  
Theme: 
Jesus as a friend  
 
Key question: 
Was it always easy 
for Jesus to show 
friendship? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity  
 

Spring 2  
Theme: 
Easter – Palm 
Sunday 
 
Key question: 
Why was Jesus 
welcomed like a 
king or celebrity 
by the crowds on 
Palm Sunday? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity  
 

 Summer 1  
Theme: 
Shabbat 
 
Key question: 
Is Shabbat 
important to 
Jewish children? 
 
Religions: 
Judaism 

Summer 2 
Theme: 
Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur 
 
Key question: 
Are Rosh 
Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur 
important to 
Jewish children? 
 
Religions: 
Judaism 
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Computing 
 
 
 

Rising Stars Unit 1:1 – We are treasure 
hunters. 
 
Rising Stars unit 1:2 – We are TV chefs 

Rising Stars Unit 1:3 – We are painters 
 
 
Rising Stars Unit 1:4 – We are collectors 

Rising Stars Unit 1:5 – We are 
storytellers 
 
Rising Stars Unit 1:6 – We are 
celebrating  

Music  Explore percussion instruments 
and repeat simple rhythms. 

 Explore simple songs and chants. 
 Explore pitch 
 Sing nursery rhymes 
 Learn seasonal songs and 

perform for parents. 

 Compose in small groups using 
instruments, perform for peers 
and make videos. 

 Explore musical dimensions, 
tempo and dynamics 

 Explore various music from 
different genres and periods, 
focus on dynamics and tempo. 

 Explore percussion instruments 
and repeat simple rhythms 

 Learn how to hold and play a 
ukulele 

 Sing different nursery rhymes 
and explore pitch. 

 Sing for peers and parents. 

P.E Ball skills Gymnastics Dance Athletics Athletics Team games 

 
PHSE & RSE 
 
 

Being Me in My 
World  

Celebrating 
Difference 
(including anti-
bullying) 

Dreams and Goals  Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me  

P4C/Debate Is the past important?  Can anyone be a hero? Is it ever right to take something that 
isn’t yours? 
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SEASONS Autumn Spring Summer 

Make weather/season boxes beforehand, include books and relevant items… e.g. ribbons for windy days, Winnie the Poo and the windy 
say… (so you can just access the box as necessary) 

Trips linked to 
seasons 

You could visit a local country park at different times of the year to observe season changes (Stanley Head) 
 
Cannock Chase Woodland experience. 
Visit Coombs Valley/ RSPB/Wildlife Trust centre – forest walk. 
Hanley Museum – British wildlife area . 

Geography  
Weather patterns 
and Seasons. 
 
 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK –  
 
 Look for signs of : 
Summer – September (end of 
summer/beg of Autumn ) 
Autumn (October/early Nov) 
Winter  (December) 
 
Also to use maps, simple compass 
directions, aerial photographs and 
construct basic simple keys.  
 

Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK –  
 
 Look for signs of : 
Winter  (Jan/Feb) 
Spring(March – May) 
 
 
 
Also to use maps, simple compass 
directions, aerial photographs and 
construct basic simple keys.  
 

Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK. 
 
Look for signs of : 
Spring(March – May) 
Summer,  June/July 
 
 
 
Also to use maps, simple compass 
directions, aerial photographs and 
construct basic simple keys.  

Geography – 
language  

Land language - Continent, vegetation, mountain, valley, forest, river, season,  hill, soil, weather 
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Art and design 
ideas 
 

Leaf rubbings/collage out of autumn 
leaves. 
Sun catcher leaves 
Andy Goldsworthy sculpture using 
natural materials 

Observational drawing of a flower – see 
above 

 

Linked artists Seasons, environmental art based on the 
work of Andy Goldsworthy OBE is a 
British sculptor, photographer and 
environmentalist who produces site-
specific sculptures and land art situated in 
natural and urban settings. 

  

 


