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Year 4 Curriculum Coverage 2020 

 Autumn 1 & Autumn 2 
 
 

Spring 1 & Spring 2 
 
 

Summer 1 & Summer 2 
 

 Project Title  
 
 

Romans and Volcanoes  Pack your bags we’re going on a 

European tour 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 

 

Enquiry Question 
 
 

Has the legacy of the Romans 
helped us? 

What will we discover on a 
European tour? 

 Angry Anglo-Saxons or Vicious Vikings! 
Who do you prefer? 

 
 

 
Polished products 
/real outcome 
Audience 

Showcase of learning to parents and 
children in school.  

Art gallery to display art and DT 
outcomes 
  
 

To produce and create an Anglo-Saxon Vikings 
Horrible History play. 
 
 
  

 
Texts – range over 
the term. 
Fiction,  
Non-fiction,  
Poetry 
Biography 

See English text overview 

Topic Overview 
 

Roman History & Volcanoes 
 

Comparison between Europe 
and Russia 
 

Anglo Saxons  & Vikings  - History  - see 
N.C for objectives  
 

Geographical 
Vocabulary N.C 

Region, human and physical geography, volcanoes, earthquakes, maps, countries, major cities, Europe, physical and 
human characteristics.  

Statutory Coverage do not change – updated September 2019 
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WOW Experience  
Suggestions  

Grosvenor Museum in Chester to 
experience a day in the life of a Roman 
soldier  

To visit a city in Liverpool  

 
 Jorvic Museum – York 
Staffordshire Hoard – Hanley Museum 

 
 

Cultural capital Complete Education passport with experiences, reflections, throughout the year 
 

Key Vocab – topic 
specific and linked 
to spellings. 

Amphitheatre, aqueduct, catapult, 
Centurion, conquer, empire, 
gladiator, invade, Latin, Londinium, 
Romanisation, Roman Baths 
 

Antarctic, Artic, Capital City, 
climate, currency, Equator, 
Europe, Greenwich Meridian, 
human features, landmark, 
latitude, longitude, Northern 
Hemisphere, physical features 

Anglo-Saxons, barbarian, Bretwalda, 
Britons, Celts, dooms, gemat, hoard, 
Hundred Court, Huns, Jutes, loom, minster, 
mint, missionary, nomad, pagan, Saxons, 
Vandles, Viking, Witan 
 
 

History  
 Roman Empire & its impact 

on Britain. 
 Julius Caesar’s attempted 

invasion in 55-54BC 
 Roman Empire by AD42 and 

the power of its army 
 successful invasion by 

Claudius and conquest, 
including Hadrian’s Wall 

 British resistance e.g. 
Boudicca  

 Romanisation of Britain: sites 
such as Caerwent and the 
impact of technology, culture 
and beliefs, including early 
Christianity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anglo Saxons and the Viking invasion 

 The Roman withdrawal from 
Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of 
the Western Roman Empire. 

 The Scots invasions from Ireland to 
north Britain (now Scotland) 

 Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements 
and kingdoms: place names and 
village life 

 Anglo-Saxon art and culture 
 Christian conversion – Canterbury, 

Iona and Lindisfarne 
 resistance by Alfred the Great and 

Athelstan, first king of England 
 The Danegeld 
 Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 
 Edward the Confessor and his 

death in 1066 
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Famous historical 
figures 

 Julius Caesar 
 Boudicca 
 Pliny the Elder 
 Emperor Claudius  

 

  Alexandra the Great 
 Edward the Confessor 

 
 
 

 
Geography  

 Physical geography – 
describe and understand key 
aspects of volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 Use maps, atlases, globes to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied – link to 
Romans path across Europe 
and Volcanoes/earthquake 
across the world 

 Locate the worlds countries 
focusing on Europe 
Human & Physical geography 
– describe & understand key 
aspects of volcanoes & 
earthquakes 

 UK – Name and locate 
counties and cities of the 
UK including a study of 
geographical regions their 
human and physical 
characteristics and key 
topographical features. 

 Locate European 
countries using maps to 
focus on countries and 
major cities. 

 Look at compare 
similarities & differences 
between Russia & UK 

 Human and physical 
features 

 Changes in time zones- 
due to latitude changes 
and Greenwich Mean 
Time   

 Introduce Language of: - 
 Equator, latitude, 

longitude,  
 northern hemisphere, 

southern hemisphere and 
the tropics of cancer & 
Capricorn. 
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 Science Sounds  
*Identify how 
sounds are 
made, 
associating 
some of them 
with 
something 
vibrating. 
*Recognise 
that 
vibrations 
from sounds 
travel 
through a 
medium to 
the ear. 
*Find 
patterns 
between the 
pitch of a 
sound and 
features of 
the object 
that produced 
it. 
*Find 
patterns 
between the 

States of matter 
*Compare and 
group materials 
together, according 
to whether they are 
solids, liquids or 
gases. 
*Observe that some 
materials change 
state when they are 
heated or cooled, 
and measure or 
research the 
temperature at 
which this happens 
in degrees Celsius. 
*Identify the part 
played by 
evaporation and 
condensation in the 
water cycle and 
associate the rate of 
evaporation with 
temperature. 

 Living 
Things & 
Their 
habitats –  
*Recognise 
that living 
things can be 
grouped in a 
variety of 
ways. 
*Explore and 
use 
classification 
keys to help 
group, 
identify, and 
name a 
variety of 
living things 
in their local 
and wider 
environment. 
*Recognise 
that 
environments 
can change 
and that this 
can 
sometimes 

Electricity 
*Identify common appliances that run on 
electricity 
*Construct a simple electrical circuit, 
identifying and naming its basic parts, 
including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and 
buzzers. 
*Identify whether or not a lamp will light 
in a simple series circuit, based on 
whether or not the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with a battery. 
*Recognise that a switch opens and closes 
a circuit and associate this with whether 
or not a lamp lights in a simple series 
circuit. 
*Recognise some common conductors 
and insulators, and associate metals with 
being good conductors.  
 
 

Animals, 
including 
humans. 
*Describe the 
simple functions 
of the basic parts 
of the digestive 
system in 
humans. 
*Identify the 
different types of 
teeth in humans 
and their simple 
functions. 
 
*Construct and 
interpret a 
variety of food 
chains, 
identifying 
producers, 
predators and 
prey. 
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volume of a 
sound and 
the strength 
of the 
vibrations 
that produced 
it.  
*Recognise 
that sounds 
get fainter as 
the distance 
from the 
sound source 
increases. 
 

pose dangers 
to living 
things.  

Famous Scientists Aristotle 
(Sound 
Waves) 
 
Galileo Galilei 
(Frequency 
and Pitch of 
Sound 
Waves) 

Anders Celsius 
(Celsius 
Temperature Scale) 
 
Daniel Fahrenheit 
(Fahrenheit 
Temperature Scale / 
Invention of the 
Thermometer) 

Cindy Looy 
(Environment
al Change and 
Extinction) 
 

Thomas Edison 
(First Working Lightbulb) 
 
Joseph Swan 
(Incandescent Light Bulb) 

Ivan Pavlov 
(Digestive 
System 
Mechanisms) 
 
Erasistratus 
(Digestion as a 
Mechanical 
Process) 
 
Franciscus 
Sylvius 
 
(Digestion as a 
Chemical 
Process) 
 



Year 4 
 

Art & design  
KS2 -  
National curriculum 
descriptors across 
KS2. 

Children should be taught to (quote NC):- 
 To create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 
 To improve their mastery of art & design techniques including drawing, painting & sculpture with a range of 

materials (eg. pencil, charcoal, paint, clay)  
About great artists, architect and designers in history.  

Project The Romans 
 

European Tour  Anglo-Saxons & Vikings 

Art outcome – linked 
to NC, varied coverage 
over the two year 
groups. 

1. To create a Roman Gladiator 
side profile picture, in 
Pointillism (this picture is 
mosaic). With a border of a 
mono or repeat print. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. To take a photograph from a 
Roman feature from a thought 
provoking view point. 

 

1. To produce a piece of art 
based on a landmark 
which is then painted in 
the style of Ginette 
Callaway. 

2. Take a photograph of 
each piece of art work 
above, and create a photo 
montage of the digital 
images – (possibly real 6 
x 4 photographs, mounted 
on a large clip frame from 
Ikea) 

 

 
To create a Viking collage of the boats 
which they used – whole picture collage 
not paint, this could be individual, pairs, 
group or a class collage. 
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Determine 
appropriate medium 
(varied over the two 
years): 
 pencil, paint (type), 
pastels, water colour, 
wax resist , charcoal, 
clay,  chalk etc 

 
Paint 
Pencil 
Photography 
 
 
 

 
Water colours, pastels, wax 
resist  
Photography 
 

 
Strips of 
paper/magazines/catalogues/fabric/mate
rials etc 
PVA glue 
 
 

Skills, success 
criteria; to be 
practised in the 
sketch book, prior 
to the final 
draft/outcome. 

 
1. To select and record visual 

information to develop ideas on a 
theme – pointillism Georges 
Seurat. 

2. To explore /investigate different 
mediums to find the right artistic 
medium for pointillism in their 
sketch book i.e. trial chalk, paint, 
felt-tip, wax crayons etc 

3. To draw from close observation 
to capture fine details of the face 

4. To consider the proportional 
aspects of a face. 

5. To use complimentary and 
contrasting colour for effect.  

6. To create a border around the 
picture with a mono or repeat 
pattern 

 
 

2.To take a photograph from a 
Roman feature from a thought 
provoking view point – to add to the 
sketch book.  Children to receive 

Choose from a range of 
materials. 
 
1. To look at images of the 

landmark and find out about 
the architect behind the 
design.  

2. To use marks and lines to 
create the outline of the 
landmark. 

3. To draw from close 
observation to capture fine 
detail of the structure. 

4. To add / create different 
effects with paint, to create a 
desired effect  e.g. add sand 
to the image) 

5. To use tone to emphasise 
form in painting. 

6. To comment on similarities 
on own and others work 

 
Take photographs of each 
picture, develop and create a 

 
 

1. To select and record visual 
information to develop ideas on a 
theme – Viking boats 

2. To use marks and lines to create 
the outlines of the Viking boat and 
landscape 

3. To experiment with a range of 
collage techniques such as tearing, 
overlapping and layering to create 
images and represent texture. 

4. To use PVA to affix materials 
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another child’s picture, and they 
comment on similarities/differences 
between own and others work, 
describing what they feel about both. 

 

phot montage in clip frame for 
display. 
 

 
Who is the linked 
artist, architect, 
designer? 
Curriculum states 
that pupils are 
taught about the 
artist, this needs 
to evidenced. 
 
 

 
 
Georges Seurat (Pointillism) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ginette Callaway 
Identify architects of the key 
worldwide landmarks chosen. 

 
Kurt Schwitters (collage artist – King of 
collage) 
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National 
curriculum 
descriptors across 
KS2. 
Design and 
technology  

Children should be taught to:- 
Design 

 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products 
that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups. 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-
sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer aided design. 

Make 
 Select and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks (eg. cutting, shaping, joining & 

finishing) , accurately.  
 Select from & use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and 

ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities. 
Evaluate 

 Investigate & analyse a range of existing products. 
 Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria & consider the views of others to improve 

their work. 
Understand how key events and individuals in design & technology have helped to shape the world. 
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Topic  Anglo-Saxons and Vikings Our World  The Romans  
Volcanoes 
 

DT 
outcome/purpose 
/ use – linked to 
NC, varied 
coverage over the 
two year groups. 

 

Create a reproduction of an ancient 
Roman artefact i.e.  mosaic tile 
(coaster/place mat). 
 
 
Card making – make a Xmas/Season 
card with a complex pop up and 
cutting internal shapes 
 
 

Project 1 . 
Create a Russian doll – sewn  
 
 

Create an Anglo-Saxon piece of jewellery. 
 
We will study Anglo Saxon art and look at 
how the brooches were designed using a 
round base with symmetrical patterns and 
colours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Determine 
appropriate 
construction 
materials (varied 
over the two 

 
Tiles, mini tiles, cement, glue gun, 
sponge. 
 

 
 
 

 
Felt, embroidery yarns. 

Project 1 : Cardboard, tin foil, jewels, glue, 
safety pins 
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years): textiles, 
construction 
materials, circuits, 
use of computing, 
food etc  
 

Card making materials 
 

 

 
Skills, success 
criteria 

1. Choose form a range of 
materials showing their 
understanding of the 
characteristics – to know why 
mosaics were made and 
where they were found. 

2. To study the themes that the 
Romans used in their mosaics 
– information from a range of 
sources 

3. To make realisitic step by 
step plans  - sketch and draw 
careful designs for my own 
mosaics.  

4. To connect tiles using grout.  
5. Explain how the product is 

useful i.e. mat/coaster 
6. Identified what has worked 

well or improvements. 
 
 
 
Card making – make a 
Xmas/Season card with a complex 
pop up 

 
1 Use a simple pattern to 

cut out material 
 

2 Join fabrics with a 
running stitch 

 
Follow H & S when working with 
materials. 

 
Explain how an existing product is useful 
to the user. 
 
Add embellishments and decorations to 
enhance a form or sculpture (mosaic) 
 
 

1. To recognise the key features of 
artefacts from the past. 

2. To identify what I like the best and 
why. 

3. To sketch my design using the 
information I have collated. 

4. To explore materials and their 
function. 

5. To select appropriate materials, 
tools and techniques. 

6. To compare my work with others’. 
7. Describe how a product could be 

made better 
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Who is the linked 
engineer,   
architect, 
designer? 
Curriculum states 
that pupils are 
taught about the 
work of a range of 
designers etc 
 

 
Link to Roman art  
 
 

Russian culture  
 
History and culture  - Anglo Saxons art 
 

 
 

P4C/ Debate 
opportunities 

Is it right to invade a country? 
 

What are the wonders in your 
world? 

Consider how social class impacted on the 
lives of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
 

Discovery RE 
 
  

 
Theme: 
Buddha’s 
teaching 
 
Key 
question: 
Is it possible 
for everyone 
to be happy? 
 
Religions: 
Buddhism 
 
 

 
Theme: 
Christmas  
 
Key question: 
What is the most 
significant part of 
the nativity story for 
Christians today? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity 

 
Theme: 
The 8-fold 
path 
 
Key 
question: 
Can the 
Buddha’s 
teachings 
make the 
world a better 
place? 
Religions: 
Buddhism 

 
Theme: 
Easter 
 
Key question: 
Is forgiveness 
always possible 
for Christians? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity 

 
Theme: 
The 8-fold path 
 
Key question: 
What is the best way 
for a Buddhist to lead 
a good life? 
 
Religions: 
Buddhism 

 
Theme: 
Prayer and 
Worship 
 
Key question: 
Do people need 
to go to church to 
show they are 
Christians? 
 
Religions: 
Christianity 
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PHSE & RSE 
 
 
 
 
#WeAreCrew- 
team building 
activities built in 
half termly 
 
 
 

Being Me in 
My World  

Celebrating 
Difference 

Dreams and 
Goals 

Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

 
#WeAreCrew: We Are Crew, Not Passengers. 

Music  
 Explore the Ukulele and play songs 

with three simple chords. 
 Learn to play a two finger chord 
 Explore playing chords as an 

ensemble and work on small group 
performances. Record ensemble 
work. Peer assess. 

 Sing a more difficult songs in tune 
with expression, good posture, 
vocal technique and peer assess. 
Use simple pitch notation 

 Learn songs for a seasonal concert, 
make a videostar of vocal work and 
perform in a seasonal concert. 

 

 Simple chord patterns  
 Work in small groups to 

compose and notate a pattern 
of chords using just Pitch. 
Practise playing compositions, 
perform and record. 

 Explore the use of Duration in 
compositions, practise and 
video group patterns. Peer 
assess. 

 Listen to music from each of 
the periods and great 
composers 
Musical dimensions 

 Traditional notation- Semibreve to a 
quaver. 

 Read, write and play three different 
pitches. Peer assess  

 Read and play own compositions. Peer 
assess. 

 Play three or more chords in time with a 
song. Peer asses 

 Sing, play percussion and play notes and 
chords in an ensemble.  
Record a group song or class song 

PE ASM - 
Gymnastics 

ASM -Dance Swimming Swimming Athletics Rounders/cricket 
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French Playtime My Home My Town Describing 
People 

The Body Sport 

Computing Rising Stars Unit 4:1 – We are 
software developers 
 
Rising Stars unit 4:2 –We are toy 
designers 

Rising Stars 4:3 – We are 
musicians 
 
Rising Stars 4:4 – We are HTML 
editors  

Rising Stars Unit 4:5 –We are co-authors  
 
Rising Stars Unit 4:6 – We are 
meteorologists   

 

 


