
 
 

 

Year 5 Curriculum Coverage 2020 

 Autumn 1 & Autumn 2 
14 weeks 

Spring 1 & Spring 2 
13 weeks 

Summer 1  Summer 2  

Project Title  
 
To be confirmed by the 
class teacher  

Blitz and Pieces My Big Fat Greek Project Across the Pond 

 

Enquiry Question  
 
To be confirmed by the 
class teacher 

If we don’t remember, who 
will? 

Is it all a myth? Does travel really broaden your 
horizons? 

Polished products /real 
outcome 
Audience 

Parents of children in year 5 plus 
any extended family or local 
residents that were involved in 
WW2.  

 

Theatre production using the masks made in art/D&T 
which will present all of their learning based on 
Ancient Greece 
  

 

Create, design and publish an 
informative leaflet about North 
America 
  

 
Literacy Coverage  
 
 
 

See English text and genre overview 

Key Vocab – topic 
specific and linked to 
spellings. 
 
 
 

Air raid, Allies, Armistice, 
army, blackout, Blitz, civilians, 
Commonwealth, evacuee, 
forces, Holocaust, Jews, 
liberate, Nazi, refugee, 
resistance, shelter 

 

Alexander the Great, vase, Olympics, coins, 
soldiers, helmet, column, slave, nobleman, tunic, 
minotaur  
 
Names of Greek Gods…. 
 
 
 

River: 
Source, mouth, erosion, meander, 
river bank, cliff, dam, flood barrier 
 
North America: 
America, Native Indian, settlers, 
elevations, mountains, deserts, seas, 
Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, lakes, 

Statutory Content – Do not change – updated 2019  



 
 

plateaus, peninsulas, rivers, plains, 
landforms, topographic features. 

WOW Experience  
Suggested ideas  

Visit to Cannock Chase  

 
  Portals to the past Greek day. To include:  

 Archimedes’ Ostomachion—the oldest known 
mathematical puzzle. 

 Petteia—a Greek strategy game 
 Myths and legends—the children are transported to 

a Greek theatre where they re-enact Greek myths 
and legends 

 A demonstration by a  Greek warrior who will 
demonstrate his weapons and armour 

 Differences between the city states of Athens  and 
Sparta. 

Mini Olympic games  

 

Residential to Stanley Head to observe 
a river and its features and complete 
activities such as water filtration  
  

 

Cultural capital Complete Education passport with experiences, reflections, throughout the year 
Cultural capital 

History 
  

Significant historic events 
beyond 1066 – The Battle of 
Britain – WW2. N.C link  
 

Ancient Greece  
 
A study of Greek life and their achievements and 
their influence on the western world  

Short focus on apartheid in South 
Africa– Nelson Mandela –link to 
Africa text – Long Walk to Water 
(river/water link) 
 
 
European colonisation of the USA 
(short focus) – settlers, impact on 
the native Indians. 
 

Significant people 
historically 

Winston Churchill 
Adolf Hitler 
Adolf Hitler 
Reginald Mitchell designer of 
the Spitfire in WW11 
(Kidsgrove, Stoke-on-Trent 

Alexandra the Great 
Archimedes 
Aristotle 
Aristotle. 
 

Nelson Mandela. 
  
………………………………………………….. 
 
Cowboys: Buffalo Bill, Wild Bill 
Hickock & others 



 
 

born) – designer of the Spitfire 
(born in Kidsgrove SOT) 
 
 
 

Native Indian Chiefs: Apache, Sioux, 
Crazy Horse 

Geography  Locate European Countries 
impacted by the war and the 
world wide involvement 
including Japan and USA – 
using atlases and globes 
 
 Locating counties and cities of 
the UK focusing on where they 
were evacuated to and from 
and the reasons behind this. 

Use maps atlas’s and globes to locate countries 
and features studied. 
 
Human Geography 
 
Features of Greece 
 
Time zones 
 
Coasts 
 
Change of land use – agricultural to tourism 
 
Comparison between modern day Greece looking 
at land use, tourism, coasts etc.  
Locate the worlds countries: 
 
Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, 
southern hemisphere and the tropics of cancer & 
Capricorn. 
 

 Using maps  
*Name & locate 
physical 
characteristics, 
key 
topographical 
features link to 
hills, Rivers, 
coast & seas. 
(Link to Stanley 
Head) 
 
Describe & 
understand key 
aspects of 
physical 
geography, 
including, 
rivers s and the 
water cycle. 
 
Link to Stanley 
Head, must be 
included in the 
itinerary and 
see above: 

Physical and 
human features, 
environmental 
regions, countries 
and major cities 
of North America. 
 
Niagara Falls. 
Yosemite, 
Rockies, Las 
Vegas man made  
 
 



 
 

To use the 
eight points of 
a compass, four 
& six figure 
grid references 
symbols and 
key (including 
the use of 
Ordinance 
Survey maps). 
 
Use fieldwork 
to observe 
measure and 
record the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using 
a range of 
methods, 
including 
sketch maps, 
plans and 
graphs and 
digital 
technologies. 
 
Locate UK main 
rivers, hills, 
where situated 
etc…. 



 
 

Find world 
rivers and their 
countries – link 
to 
hills/mountain
s 
 
Stanley head – 
natural energy 
resources – 
solar panels, 
wind/water 
power etc…. 
Oceans 
Sea beds 
 
Link in Water 
aid charity) 

Significant people 
Geographically 

  Christopher 
Columbus  

 

 
Geographical vocab NC 

Rivers, water, compass points, grid references, key, maps, plans, ordinance survey maps, source, mouth, tributary, 
evaporation, condensation, precipitation, run-off, pollution  
 

 Science 
 
Working scientifically 
runs throughout. 

 Forces 
*Explain that 
unsupported 
objects fall 
towards the 
Earth because 
of the force of 

Earth & 
Space  
*Describe the 
movement of 
the Earth, and 
the other 
planets, 

 Electricity (Y6 unit) 
*Associate the brightness of 
a lamp or the volume of a 
buzzer with the number 
and voltage of cells used in 
the circuit. 

Properties & change of materials  
Compare and group together 
everyday materials on the basis of 
their properties, including their 
hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and 
thermal), and response to magnets  

Living Things and 
their habitats 
*Describe the 
differences in the 
life cycles of a 
mammal, an 
amphibian, an inset 



 
 

gravity acting 
between the 
Earth and the 
falling object. 
*Identify the 
effects of air 
resistance, 
water 
resistance and 
friction that 
act between 
moving 
surfaces. 
*Recognise 
that some 
mechanisms, 
including 
levers, pulleys 
and gears, 
allow a 
smaller force 
to have a 
greater effect. 
 
 
 

relative to the 
Sun in the 
solar system. 
*Describe the 
movement of 
the Moon 
relative to the 
Earth. 
*Describe the 
Sun, Earth 
and Moon as 
approximatel
y spherical 
bodies. 
*Use the idea 
of the Earth’s 
rotation to 
explain day 
and night and 
the apparent 
movement of 
the sun across 
the sky. 
 

*Compare and give reasons 
for variations in how 
components function, 
including the brightness of 
bulbs, the loudness of 
buzzers and the on/off 
position of switches. 
*Use recognised symbols 
when representing a simple 
circuit in a diagram. 
 
 

 
Know that some materials will 
dissolve in liquid to form a solution, 
and describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution  
 
Use knowledge of solids, liquids and 
gases to decide how mixtures might 
be separated, including through 
filtering, sieving and evaporating  
 
Give reasons, based on evidence 
from comparative and fair tests, for 
the particular uses of everyday 
materials, including metals, wood 
and plastic 
 
Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing 
and changes of state are reversible 
changes 
 
Explain that some changes result in 
the formation of new materials, and 
that this kind of change is not 
usually reversible, including 
changes associated with burning 
and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda. 

(Stanley Head – 
pond study) 
*Describe the life 
process of 
reproduction in 
some plants and 
animals. 
 

Famous Scientists Galileo Galilei 
(Gravity and 
Acceleration) 
 

Nicolaus 
Copernicus 
(Heliocentric 
Universe) 

Alessandro Volta 
(Electrical Battery) 
 
Nicola Tesla 

Spencer Silver, 
Arthur Fry and Alan Amron 
(Post-It Notes) 
 

David 
Attenborough 
(Naturalist and 
Nature 



 
 

Isaac Newton 
(Gravitation) 
 
Archimedes of 
Syracuse 
(Levers) 
 

 
Neil 
Armstrong 
(First man on 
the Moon) 
 
Helen 
Sharman 
(First British 
astronaut) 
 
Tim Peake 
(First British 
ESA 
astronaut) 

(Alternating Currents) 
 
Inventor – Thomas Edison 
(Electric – Science)  
 

Ruth Benerito 
(Wash and wear Cotton) 

Documentary 
Broadcaster) 
 
James Brodie of 
Brodie 
(Reproduction of 
Plants by Spores) 

Art & design  

KS2 -  
National curriculum 
descriptors across KS2. 

 

Children should be taught to (quote NC):- 
 To create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 
 To improve their mastery of art & design techniques including drawing, painting & sculpture with a range of 

materials (eg. pencil, charcoal, paint, clay)  
About great artists, architect and designers in history.  

Topic  Blitz and Pieces  Ancient Greece  Rivers     
North America  
 



 
 

Art outcome – linked to NC, 
varied coverage over the 
two year groups. 

 
Blitz picture – using water 
colours in the style of image 2, 
using masking tape as image 1 
– to show search lights through 
a silhouette. 
 Image 1  
 

 
 
Image 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Create a print block which can be used to create a 
Greek pattern 

1. River monochromatic collage 

(theme around one colour) 
2.  

Frottage art:  collect patterns 
and textures from living 
things and their habitats 
(Sc).  This could be a task at 
the Outdoor Ed visit. 
 

 

 
Determine appropriate 
medium (varied over the 
two years): 
 pencil, paint (type), pastels, 
water colour, wax resist , 
charcoal, clay,  chalk etc 

 
Watercolours 
 
 
 
 

Lino 
Carving tools 
String 
Roller (for paint/ink) 
Cardboard 

1. Collage materials, variety of 
mediums e.g. paper, foils, 
cellophane etc 

2. Pencils, pencil crayon, living 
materials – bark, leaves, 
grasses, ferns etc…. 



 
 

 
Skills, success criteria; to be 
practised in the sketch 
book, prior to the final 
draft/outcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 To explore images of 

blitz scenes and explain 
how it makes them feel, 
focusing on colour. 
(red/oranges – fire and 
dark danger/death) 

2 To use colour to create 
mood and atmosphere 
with water colours first 
explored in the sketch 
book of a blitz night sky. 

3 Add masking tape 
(tapered) for search 
lights 

4 From trials create a 
watercolour night sky 
from the blitz on their 
paper 

5 Add black and white 
paint to create subtle 
tints and tones, light 
and shade 

6 To create a London 
rooftop silhouette using 
black paper to add to 
the background,. 
 

 
 

 
1) To create a design for my Greek print. 

 
2) Create a detailed block for printing using 

string, card, foam or lino. 
 

3) Select the appropriate tool and materials 
for the task and use them safely.  

 
4) To use my detailed block design to create 

my Greek print.  
 
 
 
 

 
Project 1 . 

1 Create a monochromatic 
collage to create mood and 
atmosphere.  

 
2 To use perspective in the 

river collage 
 

3 Combine a range of media 
within a piece of work and 
explain the desired effect, 

 
4 To use Peer Critique to edit 

and improve mine & others 
work. 

 
5 Explain how a piece of art 

work makes them feel, 
explaining references to the 
effects e.g. colour. 

 
6 Explain how the idea has 

built over time. 
 

Project 2 : 
Use rubbing techniques (frottage 
art) to collect patterns and textures 
– link with living things and their 
habitats (Sc).   
 
 



 
 

 
Who is the linked artist, 
architect, designer? 
Curriculum states that 
pupils are taught about the 
artist, this needs to 
evidenced. 

 Ancient Greece Max Ernst - Frottage 

National curriculum 
descriptors across KS2. 
Design and technology  

Children should be taught to: - 
Design 

 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are 
fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups. 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated skethces, cross-sectional and 
exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer aided design. 

Make 
 Select and use a wider range of tools and equpment to perform practical tasks (eg. cutting, shaping, joining & 

finishing), accurately.  
 Select from & use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and 

ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities. 
Evaluate 

 Investigate & analyse a range of existing products. 
 Evaluate their ideas and poducts against their own design criteria & consider the views of others to improve their 

work. 
Understand how key events and individuals in design & technology have helped to shape the world. 

Topic   
Blitz and Pieces- 
Rationing  
 

 
Blitz and Pieces  
 
 
 

 
 
Ancient Greece  

 
Rivers 
North America  



 
 

DT outcome/purpose / use 
– linked to NC, varied 
coverage over the two year 
groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Create a meal using only 
foods which could be 
sourced during rationing 
in WW2 

Gas Masks Exploration of both levers 
and pulleys which were 
invented by Archimedes 
(Ancient Greece).  In 
addition explore gears 
Greek mathematician and 
engineer Hero of Alexandria 
made reference to gears. 

Create a 3D sculpture of a bridge 

Determine appropriate 
construction materials 
(varied over the two years): 
textiles, construction 
materials, circuits, use of 
computing, food etc  
 

Carrots, potatoes, pastry, 
vegetables, minced meat,  

Card 
 

Carrots, potatoes, pastry, 
vegetables, minced meat,  

Card 

 
Skills, success criteria 

 
) To explain how 
ingredients were grown, 
reared, caught and 
processed in the past. 
 
2) To be able to explain 
what times of year 
particular foods are in 
season. 
 
3) To use appropriate 
tools and equipment, to 
weigh and measure 
ingredients. 
 

 
Create a 3d project using 
a range of materials – 
cylindrical shapes 
 
2) Add black and white 
to paint to create subtle 
tints and tones, light and 
shade 
 
3) Explain how an idea 
has developed over time 
(Traditional gas masks 
then adapting them for 
children e.g. Mickey 
Mouse Mask) 
 

 
Children being able to use a 
pulley and a lever 
effectively understanding ; 
also gears. 
 
To make simple pulleys, 
lever or geared items to 
support movement -  
 

 
To use cross-hatching to add tone to 
my bridge design. 
 
2) To use simple rules of 
perspective in my bridge design. 
 
3) To build my 3D bridge 
framework using a range of 
materials (e.g. wood, card, and 
corrugated card to support 
mechanisms) 
 
4) To attach my materials with 
temporary or fixed joints. 
 



 
 

4) To combine food 
ingredients appropriately 
(e.g: kneading, rubbing in 
and mixing). 
 
5) To evaluate meals and 
decide if they are part of 
a balanced diet. 
 
6) To plan how they can 
have a healthy and 
affordable diet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) To select and combine 
materials with precision 
& fixed joints 
 
5) To use Peer Critique 
to edit and improve my 
work.  
 
6) To use Peer Critique 
to improve other 
children’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5) To use specific tools for the job. 
 
6) To use a glue gun with an adult. 
 
7) To use my design when building 
my model and make changes if 
needed. 
8) To test my product i.e. a car going 
over it. 
 
 

Who is the linked engineer,   
architect, designer? 
Curriculum states that 
pupils are taught about the 
work of a range of designers 
etc 
 

Marguerite Patten 

 
 
 
 

Garrett Morgan – Gas Masks 

 

Archimedes – Ancient Greece – 
pulleys and levers 
 
Greek mathematician and 
engineer Hero of Alexandria 
made reference to gears. 

Joseph B Strauss 



 
 

Debate/ P4C If we don’t remember, who 
will? 

If we are what we repeatedly do, then is excellence a 
habit rather than an act? 

What is the value of water? 

 
PHSE & RSE 
 

 

Being Me in 
My World 

Celebrating 
Difference 

Dreams and Goals  Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me  

Compass for Life:  

 
 
 
 
 
Compass for Life maps 
to be completed 
September and 
February/March time. 
 
 

 Compass for Life 

Kofi Annan – (Ghanaian diplomat): 
 “To live is to choose. But to choose well, you must know who you are and what you stand for, where you want to go and why you want to get 

there.” 
 “We may have different religions, different languages, different coloured skin, but we all belong to one human race.” 

 
 

Introduce the children to 
Compass for Life – the Compass 
and what this means for them.  
Link to careers talks. 
Discuss – draw focus maps. 
Focus on KS2 attainment and 
being high school ready and 
having the cultural capital for the 
future; linking to aspirations for 
the future. 

Re-look at Y5 Maps - 
Discuss – re-write focus maps. 
Focus on KS2 attainment and being high school ready 
and having the cultural capital for the future; linking to 
aspirations for the future. 

 

 
Discover RE   
 
 

Theme: 
Belief into 
action 
 
Key question: 
How far 
would a Sikh 
go for his/her 
religion? 
 

Theme: 
Christmas 
 
Key 
question: 
Is the 
Christmas 
story true? 
 
 

Theme: 
Beliefs and moral values 
 
Key question: 
Are Sikh stories important 
today? 
 
Religions: 
Hinduism 
 

Theme: 
Easter 
 
Key question: 
How significant is it 
for Christians to 
believe God 
intended Jesus to 
die? 
 

Theme: 
Prayer and 
worship  
 
Key 
question: 
What is the 
best way for a 
Sikh to show 

Theme: 
Beliefs and 
practices 
 
Key question: 
What is the best 
way for a Christian 
to show 
commitment to 
God? 



 
 

Religions: 
Sikhism 
 
 

Religions: 
Christianity 

 
 

Religions: 
Christianity 

commitment 
to God? 
 
Religions: 
Sikhism 

Religions: 
Christianity 

Music  Play in an 
ensemble/group and 
record. Peer assess. 

 Practise popular and 
seasonal songs using bass, 
guitar, keyboard, drums 
and vocals. Record and 
peer assess. 

 Composing lyrics to a song  
 Explore Verse, Chorus and Bridge.  
 Compose, notate and write lyrics to a song.  
 Recap all of the musical dimensions. 

Listen to and learn to play music from each of 
the periods and the great composers. Record 
performances. 

 Recap traditional notation - 
semibreve to a quaver. 

 Read and write four different 
pitch on a tuned instrument. 
Peer assess. 

 Compose and record patterns 
using four pitches. Peer assess  

 Practise and record popular 
songs in groups using bass, 
guitar, keyboard, drums and 
vocals. 

 

PE Swimming 
 (TBC due to Covid 

19) 

 
Dance  
(Recovery 
plan) 

Swimming 
(TBC due to Covid 

19) 
 
Gymnastics 
(Recovery 
plan ) 

Invasion games Athletics Athletics 
 
Outdoor 
adventure 
activities at 
Outdoor Ed 
centre 

Rounders/Cricket 

French On Holiday Eating Out Hobbies A School Trip Seasons The Environment 

Computing Rising Stars unit 5:1- We are 
game developers 
 
Rising Stars Unit 5:2 – We are 
cryptographers  

Rising Stars Unit 5:3 – We are artists 
 
Rising Stars Unit 5:4 –We are web developers 

Rising Stars Unit 5:5 – We are 
bloggers 
 
Rising Stars Unit 5:6- We are 
architects  

 


