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Curriculum Coverage 2016-2017 

Year 5 

 Autumn 1 & Autumn 2 
14 weeks 

Spring 1 & Spring 2 
13 weeks 

Summer 1 & Summer 2 
12 weeks 

Project Title  
 
To be confirmed by 
the class teacher  

World War Two    

Essential Question  
 
To be confirmed by 
the class teacher 

How has WW2 shaped our lives today?     

Purpose/real 
outcome 
Audience 

N/A  Making a travel brochure to advertise 
Greece, including historical elements.  

 

Immersive 
environment ideas 

   

Text Rose Blanche – Roberto Innocenti, Ian McEwan 
Anne Frank – Josephine Poole, Angela Barratt 
Friend or Foe – Michael Morpurgo 
The Piano – Literacy Shed Clip  
War Poetry 
 

  

Topic Overview  WW2  Ancient Greeks  Rivers/Seas/Oceans/Water Cycle 
Stanley Head  

WOW Experience  
Suggested ideas  

Star Lab (Science) 
Keele Uni (Science) 
Stockport Air Raid shelter 

 

 Stanley Head - Residential River Dane 
study. 
Pond Study 
Outdoor activities 
Natural resurces – solar panels etc… 
 
Showcase  
Sea life 

History 
 

Significant historic events beyond 1066 – The 
Battle of Britain – WW2 . N.C link  
Significant people:  

Ancient Greece  
 
A study of Greek life and their 

History study of South Africa and 
apartheid – Nelson Mandela – short focus; 
link to Africa text 
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Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Adolf 
Hitler, Anne Frank 
Coverage: 
Battle of Britain, Timeline of Wars since 1066, Why 
WW2 started, Evacuees, Rationing, Air Raid 
Shelters, Blitz and the Blackout 
 

achievements and their influence on the 
western world  
 
 

Geography  Identify countries belonging to the allies and the 
axis.  
 
Improve atlas and map skills by finding countries 
and labelling our own world map. 
 
Recap knowledge of the world and continents that 
countries belong to. 
 
Comparison of how the world was then and now 
(names, locations, borders etc.) 
 

Ancient & modern day Greece. 
 
Use maps atlas’s and globes to locate 
countries and features studied. 
 
Human Geography 
 
Features of Greece 
 
Time zones 
 
Coasts 
 
Change of land use – agricultural to 
tourism 
 
Comparison between modern day 
Greece looking at land use, tourism, 
coasts etc.  
Locate the worlds countries: 
 
Identify the position and significance of 
latitude , longitude, equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern hemisphere and 
the tropics of cancer &Capricorn. 
 

 Using maps  
*Name & locate counties and cities of the 
UK & identifying human & physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features link to hills,.Rivers ,coast& seas. 
(Link to Stanley Head) 
After link to rivers around the world. 
 
 
Describe & understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including vegetation 
belts, rivers s and the water cycle. 
 
To use the eight points of a compass, four 
& six figure grid references symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordanance 
Survey maps). 
(Link to Stanley Head) 
 
Use fieldwork to observe measure and 
record the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs 
and digital technologies. 
 
Locate UK main rivers, hills, where 
situated etc…. 
Find world rivers and their countries – 
link to hills/mountains 
 
 
Stanley head – natural energy resources – 



Year 5 
 

solar panels, wind/water power etc…. 
Oceans 
Sea beds 
 
Link in Water aid charity and  Africa focus 
(incl Mandela) 

 
Geographical vocab 
NC 

Rivers, water, compass points, grid refernces, key, maps, plans, ordanance survey maps, source, mouth, tributary, evaporation, 
condensation, precipitation, run-off, pollution  
 

 Science Forces 
*Explain that 
unsupported 
objects fall 
towards the 
Earth because 
of the force of 
gravity acting 
between the 
Earth and the 
falling object. 
*Identify the 
effects of air 
resistance, 
water 
resistance and 
friction that act 
between 
moving 
surfaces. 
*Recognise that 
some 
mechaisms, 
including levers, 
pulleys and 
gears, allow a 
smaller force to 
have a greater 

Earth & Space  
*Describe the movement of the 
Earth, and the other planets, 
relative to the Sun in the solar 
system. 
*Describe the movement of the 
Moon relative to the Earth. 
*Describe the Sun, Earth and 
Moon as approximately 
spherical bodies. 
*Use the idea of the Earth’s 
rotation to explain day and 
night and the apparent 
movement of the sun across the 
sky. 
Neil Armstrong  
 
 

Electricity (Y6 
unit) 
*Associate the 
brightness of a 
lamp or the 
volume of a buzzer 
with the number 
and voltage of cells 
used in the circuit. 
*Compare and give 
reasons for 
variations in how 
components 
function, including 
the brightness of 
bulbs, the 
loudness of 
buzzers and the 
on/off position of 
switches. 
*Use recognised 
symbols when 
representing a 
simple circuit in a 
diagram. 

Properties & 
change of 
materials  
*Compare and 
group together 
everyday 
materials on the 
basis of their 
properties, 
including their 
hardness, 
solubility, 
transparency, 
conductivity 
(electrical and 
thermal), and 
response  to 
magnets. 
*Know that some 
materials will 
dissolve in liquid 
to form a solution 
. 
*  
Spencer Silver 

Living Things and 
their habitats 
*Describe the 
differences in the 
life cycles of a 
mammal, an 
amphibian, an inset 
(Stanley Head – 
pond study)  and a 
bird. 
*Describe the life 
process of 
reproduction in 
some plants and 
animals. 

Marine life and 
marine habitats 
 
 
Light  (Y6 unit) 
*Recognise that 
light appears to 
travel in straight 
lines. 
*Use the idea that 
light travels in 
straight lines to 
explain that objects 
are seen because 
they give out or 
reflect light into 
the eye. 
*Explain that we 
see things because 
light travels from 
light sourcesto our 
eyes or from light 
sources to objects 
and then to our 
eyes. 
*Use the idea that 
light travels in 
straight lines to 
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effect. 
LINK TO A D&T 
PROJECT 
inspired by 
Rube Goldberg. 
 
Sir Isaac 
Newton 
 
Working 
scientifically 
runs 
throughout.  

explain why 
shadows have the 
same shape as the 
objects that cast 
them. 

Art & Design  Children should be taught to:- 
 To create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 
 To improve their mastery of art & design techniques including drawing, painting & sculpture with a range of materials (eg. pencil, 

charcal, paint, clay)  
 About great artists, architect and designers in history. 

 
 Art & Design 
 
Ensure D& T 
essential skills are 
covered using 
cornerstone skills 
document for 
planning, 
knowledge & 
evaluation. Making, 
using & 
Understanding  

 
Dazzle ships (5-6 weeks). Explore why these were 
used during the war and study Norman Wilkinson, 
the man behind the idea. They can explore how to 
draw effective geometric patterns and then apply 
them by designing their own Dazzle Ship.  
 
The Blitz – Chalk or Watercolour image of fiery 
background (can explore warm and cool colours 
here) with a silhouette of a city skyline cut from 
black card. This can be used to aid a description of 
the Blitz attacks on Britain. 
 
Henry Moore to be explored if there is time in 
Autumn 2. We can explore why he is an important 
WW2 artist, study his techniques and create our 
own piece of art work inspired by Henry Moore.  
 

Greek pots 
Skill 
Greek food  
Kneading, rubbing in and mixing. 
Evaluate meals and consider if they 
contribute towards a balanced diet & 
explain what particular times of year 
foods are in season.  
 

 
 
 River Journey collage & waterfalls linked 
to Japanese Artis Katushika –Hokusi . 
Hands on Geography pg 68 & 69. 
See also Mrs Dean as she has a beautiful 
book from this artist.  
 
 
Wax resist fish/sea life (see JG)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Design & 
Technology  

Children should be taught to:- 
Design 
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 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, 
aimed at particular individuals or groups. 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated skethces, cross-sectional and exploded 
diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer aided design. 

Make 
 Select and use a wider range of tools and equpment to perform practical tasks (eg. cutting, shaping, joining & finishing) , 

accurately.  
 Select from & use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according 

to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities. 
Evaluate 

 Investigate & analyse a range of existing products. 
 Evaluate their ideas and poducts against their own design criteria & consider the views of others to improve their work. 

Understand how key events and individuals in design & technology have helped to shape the world. 
 

Design & 
Technology  
Using these skills 
you need to think of 
design & technology 
projects tocoincide 
with your topic. 
 

Making an Anderson Shelter – They can create 
their own Anderson shelter using corrugated card. 
These should be externally decorated so that they 
would have been hard to see from the sky 
(vegetables, soil and grass) and internally 
decorated as it would have been during the war. 
 
Exploration of war time rationing. They can make 
their own war time trifle (or an alternative war 
time meal that doesn’t require much cooking). This 
should them be written up as a set of instructions.  
Spitfires 
 
Gas mask box – Make prior to visit to The Air Raid 
Museum in December.  
 
Isaac Newton – How can pulleys, levers and gears 
be used to counter act other forces? (Making a 
simple machine inspired by Rube Goldberg). 
 

Greek food tasting and evaluating. How 
might it have changed now? What do 
we think is still eaten?  

 

 
RE  - To follow the 
Stoke on Trent 
agreed  

Study the 
beliefs of 
Muslims. 
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PSHE 
 
 

 
New Beginnings 

 
Getting on & falling out 

 
Say no to bullying 

 
Fantistic you, 
good to be me  
 
Democracy 

 
Going for goals  
 
Water Aid 

 
Relationships  

Significant people  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir Isaac 
Newton  (Link 
to Science)  
 
Reginald 
Mitchell – 
Spitfire 
 
 
Anne Frank 

 
Gallileo (Scienece) 
 
Neil Armstrong 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Nelson Mandela 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


