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Children in the Early Years  (Nursery and Reception classes) and Key Stage 1 (years 1 and 2) follow 

the synthetic phonics approach to learning phonics, using the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme. It is 

an approach to teaching phonics in which sounds, (phonemes) made by individual letters or a 

combination of letters (graphemes), are blended and segmented to form words. Children in the Early 

Years also use ‘Jolly Phonics’ actions to support their learning of the different sounds. 

Children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 take part in a high quality phonics session every day. The 

schools approach to teach early reading and synthetic phonics is systematic and therefore ensures 

that all children learn to read words and simple sentences accurately by the end of the Reception 

class; also children using their phonics knowledge to support early writing. These sessions are active 

and fun filled. 

 The ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme is divided into six phases, with each phase building on the 
skills and knowledge of previous learning. Children have time to practise, revise, recall and rapidly 
expand their ability to read and spell words.  
 
By the end of the Early Years, we aim for children to be secure in Phase 4 phonics and beginning to 
work on Phase 5 phonics. This will give the children the foundations for future learning, especially in 
preparation for them becoming confident and fluent readers. 
 
Year 1 will then recap any gaps in phonics learning and then continue to teach Phase 5 of the 
phonemes/graphemes stated in Letters and Sounds.  Children are expected to achieve phase 5 by 
the end of Year 1. In Year 2 the children will recap and consolidate Phase 5 learning as well as 
covering all of the spelling patterns that children are expected to secure in Year 2. 
 
Assessment is ongoing with half termly reviews. 
 
Early Reading 
 
At Greenways Primary Academy we want the children to develop a life-long love of reading and 
books. So right from the start, lots of opportunities are provided for children to engage 
with books that fire their imagination and interest. They are encouraged to choose and peruse books 
freely as well as sharing them when read by an adult. 
 
We ensure that children practise their reading from books that matches their phonic knowledge. We 
use a wide range of reading books including Songbirds, Oxford Reading Tree and Collins Big Cat. Our 
reading scheme books are phonetically decodable which encourage children to apply their phonic 
knowledge. In Early Years and Key Stage 1 children read regularly with an adult.  Extra support is 
available to children that require it. 
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