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at 

Greenways Primary Academy



So what is phonics? 

 Phonics is a way of teaching children to read and spell by 

showing them how to link letters to sounds. 

 It's all about sounds. There are 44 sounds in the English 

language, which we put together to form words. 

 Some are represented by one letter, like 't', and some by two 

or more, like 'ck' in duck and 'air' in chair. 

 Children are taught the sounds first, then how to match them 

to letters, and finally how to use the letter sounds for reading 

and spelling.



Phonics at Greenways 
At Greenways Primary we help your child to get ready for learning to read and write using phonics by developing 

their understanding that spoken words are made up of different sounds. 

 
At Greenways Primary your child will take part in a high-quality phonics session every day. These sessions are active 

and fun-filled with an emphasis on teaching the skills your child will need for reading and writing. The 
programme that we use at Greenways Primary to help us to plan and teach high quality phonics sessions is 
called Floppy phonics. 

 
 In nursery they will hear, say and understand lots of new words. The teachers will plan activities for indoor and 

outdoor learning to help your child listen carefully to the sounds in words. When they are ready, they will learn 
how to break words up into their different sounds. The children learn about sounds, rhyme and alliteration 
(Phase 1) ; leading onto letter of the week, using Floppy Phonics (Phase 2). 

 
 The next step will be to teach the children that each sound in a word is linked to a letter (or letters), for 

example, in the word cat the letter c makes the first sound, in the word sheep the s and h together make the sh 
sound. This way of teaching children to read helps most children to learn to read fluently and accurately. It also 
helps them with their spelling. 

 
• Our Reception class continue to use Floppy Phonics alongside Letters and Sounds (using Floppys Phonics 

characters/actions, etc... but following the Letters and Sounds Phases 2-4). 

 
• Year 1 follows Floppy phonics (Letters and Sounds - majority of Year 1 is Phase 5 using an outline provided by 

SOT LA as it follows all of the phonemes/graphemes stated in Letters and Sounds but covered in an order that 
we feel is beneficial to our children). 

 
• Year 2 follows Floppy phonics which is a combination of Phase 6 (spelling patterns, rules, compound words, 

etc...) and plugging the Phase 5 gaps, using the above materials.



Phase 1 - Nursery 

 Children working within Phase 1 will: explore and experiment with sounds and words 

 Distinguish between different sounds in the environment and phonemes 

 Show awareness of rhyme and alliteration 

 In nursery children are introduced to Phase 1 of the letters and sounds programme. 
Phase 1 supports the development of speaking and listening and awareness of sounds. 

 

 Our aim is to teach your children the important basic elements of letters and sounds 
such as oral segmenting and blending of familiar words. 

 

 Phase 1 falls largely within the Communication, Language & Literacy area of learning in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 

 It also draws on and promotes other areas of learning, particularly Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development and Creative Development.



Phase 2 

Introduction to Letters and Sounds Phase 2 

 In Phase 2, letters and their sounds are introduced one at a time. A set of letters is 

taught each week, in the following sequence: 

 Set 1: s, a, t, p 

Set 2: i, n, m, d 

Set 3: g, o, c, k 

Set 4: ck, e, u, r 

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 

 As soon as each set of letters is introduced, children will be encouraged to use 

their knowledge of the letter sounds to blend and sound out words. For example, 

they will learn to blend the sounds s-a-t to make the word sat. They will also start 

learning to segment words. For example, they might be asked to find the letter 

sounds that make the word tap from a small selection of magnetic letters.



Phase 3 

Introduction to Letters and Sounds Phase 3 

 By the time they reach Phase 3, children will already be able to blend and 

segment words containing the 19 letters taught in Phase 2. 

 Over the twelve weeks which Phase 3 is expected to last, twenty-five new 

graphemes are introduced (one at a time). 

 Set 6: j, v, w, x 

 Set 7: y, z, zz, qu 

 Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng 

 Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er



Phase 4 

Introduction to Letters and Sounds Phase 4 

 When children start Phase Four of the Letters and Sounds phonics programme, 

they will know a grapheme for each of the 42 phonemes. They will be able to blend 

phonemes to read CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words and segment in order 

to spell them. 

 Children will also have begun reading straightforward two-syllable words and simple 

captions, as well as reading and spelling some tricky words. 

 In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to 

consolidate the children's knowledge and to help them learn to read and spell 

words which have adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and milk.



Phase 5 

Introduction to Letters and Sounds Phase 5 

 Children entering Phase Five will already be able to read and spell words 

with adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and flask. They will also be 

able to read and spell some polysyllabic words. 

 In Phase Five, children will learn more graphemes and phonemes. For 

example, they already know ai as in rain, but now they will be introduced to 

ay as in day and a-e as in make. 

 Alternative pronunciations for graphemes will also be introduced, e.g. ea in 

tea, head and break.



Phase 6 

Introduction to Letters and Sounds Phase 6 

 At the start of Phase Six of Letters and Sounds, children will have already 

learnt the most frequently occurring grapheme–phoneme correspondences 

(GPCs) in the English language. They will be able to read many familiar 

words automatically. When they come across unfamiliar words they will in 

many cases be able to decode them quickly and quietly using their well-

developed sounding and blending skills. With more complex unfamiliar 

words they will often be able to decode them by sounding them out. 

 At this stage children should be able to spell words phonemically although 

not always correctly. In Phase Six the main aim is for children to become 

more fluent readers and more accurate spellers.



Phonics in KS2 

 Children who still need support with phonics at KS2, will 

be taught using phonic and spelling materials 

commensurate with the children's age .



Phonics and Early Reading: 

Terminology 

 Phonics: Words you might hear 

 CVC word- A consonant-vowel-consonant word, such as cat, pin or top. You may 
also come across the abbreviation CCVC for consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant 
words such as clap and from. Also CVCC for words such as mask and belt. 

 Phoneme — the smallest single sound in a word, e.g. there are three phonemes in the 
word sit /s/-/i/-/t/. If you change the phoneme /s/ for /f/, you have a new word, fit. If you 
change the phoneme /t/ in fit for a /sh/, you have a new word, fish - /f/-/i/-/sh/. /. 

 Grapheme — a letter or a group of letters representing one sound, e.g. t, ch, igh 
(like in night). 

 Blend — to draw individual sounds together to pronounce a word, e.g. s-o-ck, blended 
together to say the word ‘sock’. 

 Segment — to split up a word into its individual phonemes, sometimes we call this 
‘sound talk’ or ‘robot talk’, e.g. saying the word ‘cat’ by breaking it up into the three 
phonemes: /c/ a/t/. 

 Mnemonic — a way of helping the children to remember something - e.g. letter 'S’, 
looks like a snake and makes the sound ‘sssssss’.



Useful websites 

Useful websites for parents to access at home are: 

www. Phonicsinternational.com 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/Academys/wordsandpictures/ 

www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics.games.html 

www.usborne.com/veryfirstreading/resources/resources.asp 

x 

www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-resources.html 

https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/oxf 

ord-reading-tree/floppys-phonics-sounds-and-

letters/?region=uk 


