
Year 2 Science Core Knowledge Overview – Uses of Everyday Materials  

 

What should I already know? Key Vocabulary - Definitions 

 Different objects are made from different materials. 

 There is a range of different materials including: wood, plastic, 

glass, metal, water and rock. 

 Different materials have different physical properties. 

 Materials can be grouped in different ways, depending on their 

physical properties. 

bending 
To reshape 
something so it is 
curved. 

durability 
How long a 
material will last. 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

elasticity 
How much a 
material will stretch. 

Materials 
have a 

number of 
common 
properties. 

 

 Materials have a range of properties, some are 

the same and some are different. 
 

 Material Property  

 wood hard, strong, stiff, opaque  

 glass transparent, smooth, waterproof   

 metal hard, strong, shiny  

 plastic strong, shiny, bendy, translucent  

 fabric stretchy, opaque  

 rock hard, strong  

 paper translucent, flexible  
 

flexibility 
How much a 
material will bend. 

material 
A substance used 
to make things. 

opaque 
A material allowing 
no light to pass 
through. 

The shape of 
some 

materials can 
be changed. 

 

 
 
 

 
        bending                     squashing 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      stretching                    twisting        _ 
 

 Solids have a definite shape and unlike the shape 

of liquids and gases, it is not easy to change. 

permanent 
Something that 
cannot be undone. 

property 
A characteristic of 
something. 

recycle 
To use something 
again. 

rigidity 
How much a 
material is unable 
to bend. 

squashing 
Flattening the shape 
of an object.  

Materials 
have different 

uses. 

 Some materials are more suitable than others for 

some uses or for manufacturing specific objects. 
strength 

How strong 
something is. 

 

 Material Picture Uses  

 wood 
 

door, chair  

 glass  window  

 metal 
 

coin, fork  

 plastic 
 

water bottle  

 fabric  clothes  

 rock  building  

 paper  books, labels  

stretching 
Making an object 
longer by pulling it 
apart. 

temporary 
Something that can 
be undone. 

translucent 
A material allowing 
some light to pass 
through. 

transparent 
A material allowing 
all of the light to 
pass through. 

twisting 
Changing the shape 
of an object by 
rotating. 

 


