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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope all of your are well and are staying safe during these unprecedented times. Even though Mrs Dean 
has been in constant communication with you over these last few weeks, which I am sure you will agree has 
been exemplarity, I wanted to communicate via our monthly newsletter as normal too.  
 
Before we had to close school, there had been lots of things going on which we wanted to share with you, as 
these events deserve the celebrations they would usually get.  
 
We had a visit from West Midlands Air Ambulance at the start of March whereby the staff spoke to the     
children about the invaluable work that they do everyday saving lives. The children watched a clip about 
the amazing job the paramedics do on board and then had the opportunity to see a helicopter pod which 
was brought onto the playground. The children, and staff, were very surprised at how small the helicopters 
are considering the life saving equipment they carry. We will do some fund raising for the air ambulance in 
the future to express our thanks and appreciation.  
 
To follow was the KS2 dance show at the Victoria Hall. As always, the children performed a clever dance 
routine to Beauty and the Beast song, ‘Be our guest’ which was choreographed by Lucy Marren from Excel 
Academy. In the short space of time Lucy had, she produced an upbeat and professional routine which our 
children performed with perfection. Thank you to all of the dancers, Lucy and Mrs Gregory for this amazing 
showcase of Greenways talent! 
 
World Book Day then allowed for you as parents to get creative by dressing your child up as a word. As this 
was the first year of having this theme, we were unsure what to expect, but as always Greenways parents 
aimed high and the array of outfits the children came to school in and the vocab they had chosen was   
mind-blowing. Well done to all parents for supporting this new theme and for doing it so well. Our EYFS 
children loved the day sharing bedtime stories in their pyjamas too; a comfy day in school.  
 
Luckily year 4 and 5 managed to get their topic WOW experience’s in before school closed. Year 4 visited 
Liverpool where they walked around the docks looking at the buildings and architecture and then had a 
look around the Tate Museum. This trip was mainly focused around art, so it was a lovely day and enjoyed 
by all. Year 5 then had their Greek workshop day on 9th March. Again, the children looked the part and    
embraced the day by dressing up in Greek attire (so did Mrs Walker) and worked with historians to learn 
more about the Greeks. Well done year 5! 
 
EYFS had a special visit from Mia’s mum in year 3 who carried out a Boogie Beat session with them. This 
energetic and fun session was thoroughly enjoyed and we hope to welcome her back in school when we  
reopen. Thank you! 
 
On the 10th, Mrs Pitchford and Mrs Heath took the rock band to perform in the spring rock off at 
Springcroft Primary. The talent that these children show is incredible and as always, Greenways always  
represent us well. Thank you to Mr Bromfield for inviting us and allowing us to perform.  
 
To end the penultimate week, we had Sport Relief celebrations. The children enjoyed wearing sports clothes 
for the day and had a session carrying out sports activities in aid of the charity. We will let you know how 
much we raised when we return to school, but as you know every penny counts, so thank you!  
 
Sadly, multiple events had to be cancelled. We aim to rearrange as many of these events as possible in the 
future, but if external agencies were involves, sadly this might not be possible, but we will try our best. 
   
Continued on the next page... 
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I think it is fair to say that the last week has really required team work and community spirit to get us 
through one of the toughest times known. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you as parents for 
being so supportive of the academy, the decisions that have been made and your overwhelming sense of 
community support on Friday 20th March. The end of the school day was an emotional one and for our year 
6 children, may have been their last official day in primary school. We will definitely arrange a year 6 leav-
ers party for the children as soon as we can so that they get the send off to high school that they deserve. 
They have worked extremely hard throughout their time at Greenways and we couldn't be prouder of them, 
so we will ensure they leave for high school having officially left primary.  
 
Also, I would like to thank the amazing teaching staff. I’m sure you will agree that their efforts to pull home-
learning packs together at such short notice and to have the communication with you that they have should 
be applauded. Every single one of them is passionate about their job and they are all really missing their 
classes, so please keep in communication with us so we know what your children are doing at home too as it 
is really appreciated.  
 
As you know the academy is currently open for children who have both parents as critical workers. The 
children have been a pleasure to have in and staff are on a rota providing the childcare required. I know you 
will all join me in thanking the critical workers, the NHS in particular, for their extreme efforts and we are 
100% behind them and what they are doing. Thank you! 
 
We are keeping Facebook updated as much as possible and we hope you are enjoying seeing the various 
things that we post. If you need to contact your child’s class teacher please use the email provided and the 
GPAhelpline email is for contact with senior leaders.  
 
Please note that over the Easter holidays, staff will not be sending weekly emails setting home-
learning tasks and they may not check class email addresses either; this will all resume Monday 
20th April. 
 
To end on some exciting news... I am pleased to announce that Mrs Hales who works in Nursery, is              
expecting a baby which is due in July, so if we don’t see her before then , we wish her all the best and we 
look forward to meeting the new arrival, hopefully  in the not to distant future.  
 
Finally, on behalf of all of the Greenways team, please take care of yourselves, stay safe and we all very 
much look forward to seeing you all back at school whenever that may be.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss J Garside 
Head of School 

Safeguarding  

At Greenways Primary Academy we take safeguarding very seriously and  

ensure at all times that your child is safe and happy.  

Please check out our website www.learningvillage.org.uk for our safeguarding  policies and infor-
mation for parents on current issues. 

If you have any concerns about the welfare of a child whilst the academy is closed, please email 
GPAhelpine@learningvillage.org.uk and a member of the senior leadership team will be in touch.  

Alternatively, if you feel any child is at risk of significant harm please call Stoke  

Safeguarding Referral Team on 01782 235100. 


