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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
I hope you and your families have had a safe, relaxing and enjoyable Christmas. Even though Christmas as 
we know it was a little different, I hope that you all had a lovely time, made the most of the snow and that 
Santa was kind to all of the children—they deserve it! 
 
A New Year brings with it some changes here at Greenways and I’m sure you will all join me in welcoming 
some new staff to the Greenways team. Mrs Green is joining The Learning Village Academy Trust as our   
Executive Headteacher and CEO following Mrs Dean’s retirement last summer. This is an exciting               
opportunity for Mrs Green and we look forward to seeing what she brings to our academies.  
We also welcome Mr Latos who is our new year 2 teacher and Assistant Headteacher, as well as Mr       
Whieldon who is a class teacher joining our KS1 team. We are very excited to have all these new staff join 
the team and we hope that you are too.  
 
As you know, due to COVID-19, we all faced challenges last term that were not our usual way of  doing 
things. All staff and children had to adapt to a new way of working which also involved some staff working 
from home and teaching virtually. Exciting events such as Harvest and Christmas plays, which would       
normally be done face to face, had to be filmed and delivered remotely; parental engagement with our     
current and new EYFS parents had to be done virtually and all parent communications had to be carried out 
via telephone or email. This was a completely new way of working for us and I hope you will agree that due 
to the huge efforts made by all staff members, we did extremely well to keep as many classes open as we did 
with minimal impact on teaching and learning. I want to thank the staff for their continued dedication to the 
academy and to you as parents for adhering to Government guidance which enabled us to keep your        
children in education.  
 
The end of the autumn term still managed to bring smiles to everyone’s faces with our Christmas  jumper 
day, Christmas dinner day and virtual pantomime. Thank you to the PTFA for the selection  boxes and 
Christmas tree star decorations, these were a thoughtful idea and again supported the academy in its    
fundraising.  
 
As we enter a new term and find ourselves in Tier 4, we hope that we can keep as many classes open as   
possible with minimal disruption to teaching and learning . This can only happen if we continue to work 
together and follow Government guidance. Last term some things had to be cancelled/postponed to keep 
our staff, children and community safe, this included after school clubs. After carrying out risk assessments 
with external providers, we have decided to run some after school clubs for the time being, but as            
Government guidance changes, we will continue to respond accordingly. To further keep our staff and    
children safe, we have asked for the year 1 and 3 workshops to be delivered virtually by external providers 
where possible; years 4 and 5 Bikeability has been cancelled and music provision by Mr Hall and Mr    
Bromfield will be postponed until Stoke is in a safer position. Also, as an extra precautionary measure the 
KS1 bubble consisting of both years 1 and 2 has now been split into two bubbles. This will enable us to keep 
more children in school longer if there is a positive case in that part of the academy.  
 
All staff would like to thank you for the generous Christmas gifts that they received and appreciate the    
continued support from you as parents and we know we can get through these unusual times together.  
 
I hope that you all have a wonderful 2021 and together we will continue to ensure that all children are   
happy and keen to learn in school. 
 
Regards,  
Miss J Garside  
Head of Academy 
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Tuesday 5th January 
 

Year 1 Real-Life Superhero 
Day. Dress up as a real-life 

superhero.  

Thursday 7th January 
 

Year 5 Bikeability  
Day 1 

 

Friday 8th January 
 

Year 5 Bikeability  
Day 2 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday 12th January  
 

Year 1 virtual Florence  
Nightingale workshop 

Tuesday 12th January 
 

Year 4 virtual well-being 
workshop delivered by 

Changes. 

Wednesday 13th January 
 

Year 4 Bikeability  
 
 

Wednesday 13th January 
 

Year 6 virtual well-being 
workshop delivered by 

Changes. 
 

Thursday 28th January 
 

Year 3 Stone Age Day. Dress 
up as a Stone Age man or 

woman. 

Tuesday 2nd February 
 

Academy Photography in for 
group photos 

COVID—19 Bubbles 
Just a polite reminder that due to COVID-19, we have our classes in ‘bubbles’ to support us in keeping as 
many classes open in the event of a positive coronavirus case.  
 

The bubbles are: 
 Nursery & Reception 
 Year 1 
 Year 2 
 Year 3 
 Year 4 
 Year 5 
 Year 6 
 

Spring 1 After school clubs 

Please note these are subject to change as     
Government guidance changes and if Stoke    

enters a higher tier. 
 

Monday—Year 2 Multi-skills with ASM  
Monday—Year 6 Maths Club 
Tuesday—Year 3 Boot Camp with ASM 
Thursday—Year 4 Boot Camp with ASM  
 

When does my child have PE? 

Children can continue to come into school on their PE 
day wearing their Greenways PE kit consisting of their 
green Greenways T-Shirt, Greenways jumper 
/black fleece, black shorts/leggings and warm 
coat. Footwear must be suitable for indoor and 
outdoor PE. 
 
Reception—Wednesday afternoon 
Years 1 & 2—Monday afternoon 
Years 3 & 5—Tuesday afternoon  
Years 4 & 6—Thursday afternoon  

A risk assessment will be carried out in the event of 
a positive case and children/staff will be asked to   

isolate accordingly. This may not impact both      
classes in a bubble, it depends who receives a     

positive COVID result. 
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At Greenways Primary Academy we take    
safeguarding very seriously and  

ensure at all times that your child is safe and 
happy.  

Please check out our website 
www.learningvillage.org.uk for our               

safeguarding policies and information for    
parents on current issues.  

The safeguarding leads at Greenways are: 

Miss Jemma Garside 

Mr Matthew Latos 

 

You can speak to any staff member about a 
safeguarding concern, so please do so if 

needed.  

Safeguarding  
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Polite reminder that holiday requests should not be being taken during term time,  

especially as the children have lost so much precious learning time due to coronavirus. 
Holidays will be unauthorised and could result in a fine from the local authority.  

Please support us by trying to book holidays outside of term time. 

Many thanks. 

Medication  

If your child is prescribed medication by a 
doctor that has to be administered 4 times 
or more a day, instead of parents coming to 
the academy office to complete an authori-
sation form, please write the following on a 
piece of paper and hand to the staff member 
on the gate in a morning.  

Name of child 

Class of child 

Date 

Name of medication as stated on the 
packet 

Dosage required 

Time dosage needed in school 

Signed by parent/carer. 

We will then retain this for our records.  

Due to COVID restrictions, we are unable to allow parents into the academy to share the amazing work that 
your children are doing in class on a  daily basis.  
As a result, so that the home-school link remains strong, we are updating Facebook regularly with all of the 
exciting teaching and learning activities for you to share and enjoy.  
 
If you are not already following us on Facebook, please do so, ‘Greenways Primary Academy’ and share 
our posts so that others in the community can see what goes on at Greenways. 
Please feel free to comment on and ‘like’ our posts so we know you are following us too. Thank you!  

Facebook 


